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SRS Tour Continues to Surprise and Impress Area Educators
Middle School and High School Science and Math Teachers 
“Experience” SRS

AIKEN, S.C. (Oct. 30, 2017) – CSRA educators from area high schools and 
universities recently toured the Savannah River Site experiencing the Defense Waste 
Processing Facility, Salt Waste Processing Facility, Savannah River National Laboratory 
and other nuclear missions, all a part of Nuclear Science Week.

“The purpose of this initiative to help local educators develop the academic programs 
needed not only to develop future scientists and engineers, but also welders, 
mechanics, production operators, radiation control personnel and several other 
occupations,” said Kim Mitchell, Savannah River Nuclear Solutions, Education 
Outreach Program. “We want 
to help teachers throughout 
the Central Savannah River 
Area enhance interest in 
and prepare students for 
jobs related to the nuclear 
industry.”

Through this intensive one-
day tour educators learned 
firsthand of the programs and 
missions performed at the 
310-square mile complex 
owned by the Department of 
Energy (DOE).

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Ken Meeler, Senior Mechanical Design Specialist, SRNL Design, Manufacturing, 
Logistics & Pressurized Systems, explains the process of additive manufacturing 
to multiple groups of teachers attending this year’s SRS Educators Tour, a part 
of Nuclear Science Week at SRS.

mailto:dt-lawrence.townsend@srs.gov
mailto:madeline.blair@srs.gov
mailto:monte.volk@srs.gov


www.srs.gov

News from SRS U.S. Department of Energy • Aiken • SC • 29808

“Our strategy is to give the teacher’s a day to experience the current missions at 
the Savannah River Site and the opportunities available to their students who are 
interested in working in the Liquid Waste mission,” said Maddie Blair, Savannah 
River Remediation, Education Outreach. “We want the teachers to leave knowing their 
students have a future in science, technology, engineering and math-related fields.”

This tour marks the fifth consecutive year that several facilities at SRS have been 
opened to local middle school and high school science and math educators, each 
gathering information to transfer to their students.

Joey Martin, Teacher, A.R. Johnson High School, stated that he greatly valued the 
exposure to the scope of work performed at the Savannah River National Laboratory. 
“Seeing it as an educator, helps me to teach these kids about the opportunities for them 
as technicians, chemists or physicists,” said Martin. “The material science research and 
development we saw today was fascinating. This is the creative side that many of our 
students are interested in. They don’t want to sit in a lab. They want to design, play with 
stuff and improve things. I can definitely use this to network with kids.”
 
Nuclear Science Week is an international (NSW), broadly observed week-long 
celebration to focus local, regional, national and international interest on all aspects 
of nuclear science. NSW activities advance education, stimulate participation and 
generate communication that provides insight and visibility for the achievements of 
the nuclear sciences.

DOE provides a wide variety of science and literacy outreach programs at SRS 
throughout the year. The primary goals of these outreach programs are to enhance 
interest in science, mathematics, engineering and technology and to support 
improvements in education in the Central Savannah River Area by using the unique 
resources available at SRS.

Visit us on the web at:
Department of Energy Savannah River Site http://www.srs.gov 
Savannah River National Laboratory http://srnl.doe.gov
Savannah River Nuclear Solutions LLC http://www.savannahrivernuclearsolutions.com
Savannah River Remediation LLC http://www.srremediation.com
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