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SRNS Presents $75,000 in SRNS “Mini Grants” to CSRA 
Teachers
Over $425,000 donated since 2009 to enhance area educational programs

AIKEN, S.C. (May 11, 2015) – U.S. Department of Energy contractor Savannah River Nuclear 
Solutions (SRNS) is pleased to announce that multiple grants, totaling $75,000, were recently 
presented to 118 Central Savannah River Area (CSRA) educators as part of this year’s SRNS 
“Innovative Teaching Mini Grants Program.” 

All applicants were honored at a reception held in Newberry Hall, Aiken, S.C., where the mon-
etary awards were officially presented. (See attached list of names and schools.)

“In our school, we’re really promoting STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Math) ac-
tivities and partnering with SRNS and having that relationship is huge for our students,” said, 
Eli Putnam, Principal, Columbia Middle School, Grovetown, Ga. “We recognize that even at the 
middle school level, 
we’re playing an im-
portant role towards 
preparing these stu-
dents to eventually 
enter the workforce for 
their benefit and the 
benefit of employers 
throughout the CSRA, 
including SRS.”

More than 274 grant 
proposals were sub-
mitted by teachers 
from schools lo-
cated in five CSRA 
counties.

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Teacher Kim Hampton, Evans Middle School, Evans, Ga., celebrates as she moves to receive a prize 
during this year’s Savannah River Nuclear Solutions “Innovative Teaching Mini Grants Program.” 
Hampton, along with fellow grant recipient Marina Stafford, received a $1,000 grant to create 
robotics and design teams involving their students. Hampton and Stafford were two of 118 Central 
Savannah River Area educators receiving grants during this year’s program.

mailto:dt-lawrence.townsend@srs.gov


News from Savannah River Nuclear Solutions
S A V A N N A H  R I V E R  S I T E  •  A I K E N  •  S C  2 9 8 0 8

www.savannahrivernuclearsolutions.com

According to SRNS President & CEO Carol Johnson, the impact to area students over the years 
from this program has been impressive. “Based on the creativity and ingenuity found within the 
grant proposals, these teachers are passionate about helping their students grow academically,” 
said Johnson. “We want to reward these remarkable teachers with funding to purchase new and 
innovative teaching tools.”
 
The Mini Grants Program recognizes and supports projects that enhance elementary and middle 
school science, mathematics and technology programs. 

“Our grant involves purchasing and working with microscopes, technology that will enhance our 
students’ educational experience,” said Shirley Tillman, Teacher, Johnston-Edgefield-Trenton Middle 
School. “We’re in a very rural area, and the SRNS grant will come in handy in many ways.”

Educators from all CSRA elementary and middle schools (public and private) are eligible to ap-
ply for a Mini Grant in one of three monetary-based categories: $500, $750 or $1,000. 

The grants are provided through corporate funding made available by the parent companies of 
SRNS, LLC (Fluor Federal Services, Newport News Nuclear and Honeywell).

“There’s definitely a festive sense of excitement experienced during the award ceremony as 
names are announced and grants are presented,” said Candice Dermody, SRNS Manager, 
Education Outreach and Talent Management. “Every year, it continues to be a thrill to see the 
reaction of each teacher when she accepts her grant.”

The primary goal of the extensive SRNS education outreach program is to enhance interest in 
science, mathematics, engineering and technology and to support improvements in education 
throughout the CSRA by using the unique resources available at the site. The SRNS manage-
ment team believes business, industry, government and the education community must work 
together as partners to improve the educational opportunities for all students in our region.

Savannah River Nuclear Solutions is a Fluor-led company whose members are Fluor Federal Services, Newport News 
Nuclear and Honeywell, responsible for the management and operations of the Department of Energy’s Savannah River 
Site, including the Savannah River National Laboratory, located near Aiken, South Carolina. 

Visit us on the web at www.savannahrivernuclearsolutions.com
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$750 Grant Winners 

$1,000 Grant Winners 
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1. Geometry in the Garden:  Math in Real Life  – Tabatha Younts

    – Belvedere Elementary

2. Bridging the Gap With Force, Friction, and Motion – Heather Shuler

    – Belvedere Elementary

3. Full STEAM Ahead! – Alecia Page Kinard – Chukker Creek Elementary

4. Technology Today, Success Tomorrow – Janice Cleveland – Douglas Elementary

5. It’s a “Laboratorious” Experience (ILE) – Joe Ann Broadwater, Wanda Elam

    – Douglas Elementary

6. 3-D Ideas Taking Shape –Robin Bouye, Susan Grayson, Michelle Hughes,

    Linda Walker,  – East Aiken School of the Arts

7. E-books=Engagement in Science – Melanie Starks – East Aiken School

    of the Arts 

8. Reusable Space-launch Recovery Vehicle – Kathleen Noyce, Grace Meyer

    – Evans Middle

9. Robotics and Design Teams – Kim Hampton, Marina Stafford – Evans Middle

10. Graph This! Graph That! Just Play that Funky Graph! – Bonnie Herskowitz,

      Kelli Cox, Vanessa Nelson– Freedom Park  Elementary

11. Science Meets Art – Cross Curriculum – Izabella Kean, Beth Stewart

      – Greenbrier Elementary

12. Little Bits Engineering Program– Blake Stitcher, Wilmer Davis – Harlem Middle

13. Thinking Outside the 3D Printer Box – Michael Truitt – J. D. Lever Elementary

1. Train the Brain through Games – Melanie Miller – Aiken Middle

2. Now You See It, Now You Don’t:  First Grade Exploration of the Sun, Moon, and 	
    Earth – Mary Davidson – Belvedere Elementary

3. Simulations that Power Inquiry and Understanding! – Christine Walcott

    – Busbee Corbett Elementary Middle

4. PowerPoint…What PowerPoint? Using Podcasts to Enhance Science and Math

    – Robin A. Vitali – Chukker Creek Elementary

5. 3rd Grade STEM Lab – Dee Sanborn, Cristine Raines – Chukker Creek Elementary

14. LEGO Mindstorms EV3 – Angela Virella – Jackson Middle

15. Technology Enrichment – Nikki Parrish, Marcus Antley

      – Jefferson Davis Academy

16.  Robo-Scientists – Alicia Miller – Lewiston Elementary 

17. “Sci” on the Prowl – Debbie M. McCain – Merriwether Middle 

18. FrankenSTEM Isn’t the Only Current in Town! – Laura R. Christenbury

      – Millbrook Elementary

19. If They Build It, They Will learn (A STEM Approach to Play)– Sunny Forker

      – Millbrook Elementary

20. Junk Drawer Robotics – Betty Smith – North Augusta Middle

21. “Let’s Get Physical” – Cheryl Zimmerman, Lauren Tacchi

      – Oakwood-Windsor Elementary

22. Raiderbot’s Robotics – Lee Ann Hewitt, Roberta Bunch

      – Richard Carroll Elementary

23. Science Lab Enhancement – Amanda Christmas, Dawn Simmons,

      Greyson Gambrell, Sue Robichaux – South Aiken Baptist Christian

24. All Eyes on the Weather! – Nancy Jolly – W. E. Parker Elementary

25. Science and Music…The Odd Couple?  I think Not! – Ashley LaCross

      – W. E. Parker Elementary

26. Habitat Conservation Project:  Using Technology to Teach Habitat 	     	
      Conservation – Caroline Whitcomb – Westminster Schools of Augusta

6. “Up, Up, and Away!” – Thomas Heath – Jackson Middle

7. “All Systems, Go!” – Dana Kaltz – Johnston Elementary 

8. Diary of a Mad Scientist – Shannon Burnett – Lewiston Elementary

9. “HOT” Hands – On Science – Kathy Cassedy – Lewiston Elementary

10. From Seed & Soil to Food & Foliage – Paige Geddes – Merriwether Elementary

11. Sky Watchers – Jill Paul – Merriwether Elementary

12. 7th Grade Math Centers – Karen McCall, Cindy Grose – Merriwether Middle



$500 Grant Winners 

1. “How the West was Fun” – Carla Tudor Kerrigan –Aiken Elementary
2. S.T.I.R.  I.T. UP! (Scientifically Teaching Independent Research through Informational Text)  – Jennifer N. Powell –Aiken Elementary
3. We’ve Got “GAME”s – Jennifer Coffey – Chukker Creek Elementary
4. Got The Time? Got The Money? –Mary F. Young – Chukker Creek Elementary 
5. The Math Zone –Jane DiTullio – Chukker Creek Elementary
6. “Blown Away by Hurricanes” – Cheryl Curtis – Chukker Creek Elementary
7. Science Buddies – Rosina Z. Langley, Sherlyn Chapman – Chukker Creek Elementary
8. What Came First, the Chicken or the Egg? –  Chrissie McIlvoy – Chukker Creek Elementary
9. BOTANISTS AT WORK – Christina Schutte – Chukker Creek Elementary
10. POP Science! – Lori Mastromonico – Chukker Creek Elementary
11. STEM Engineering Challenges – Belinda Y. Anthony – Chukker Creek Elementary
12. Integration through Trade Books – Jessica Walker – Chukker Creek  Elementary
13. K’NEX Motion – Nathan Lobaugh, Denise Dickey – Clearwater Elementary
14. Let’s ReKINDLE Our Love for Learning – Dawn Campbell – Clearwater Elementary
15. Pollution Patrol – Felicia Cullars – Columbia Middle School
16. Rain or Shine, it’s learning time! – Rachel Gasses, Nancy Haywood– Curtis Baptist School
17. Geometry:  A Different Angle – Cathy Spivey – Curtis Baptist School
18. Speaking Text to Life – Michael R. Terry – East Aiken School of the Arts
19. STEM-ulating the Mind! – Erica Neal, Catherine Beck, Andrea Jenkins – East Aiken School of the Arts
20. “Digging” into Science – Monica Petersen, Celeste Tanton, Mary Pat Yaun– Gloverville Elementary
21. Learning is Electrifying! – Julianne Dove, Judy Boyd, Sarah McKinnon – Greendale Elementary
22. “A Variable Variety of Learning!” – Lorrie H. Jones– Hammond Hill Elementary
23. Enhancing Energy in Ecosystems – Ginger Pope – Hammond Hill Elementary
24. Sixth Grade STEM is Blowing Away – Kishni Neville, Amy McClain, Kennita Hairston, Kendra Lloyd – Jackson Middle
25. STEM: Engineering Marvels from the Middle Ages  – Kennita Hairston, Sally Brady, Kishni Neville – Jackson Middle
26. Lights Out! – Kendra Lloyd, Sally Brady, Kishni Neville – Jackson Middle
27. Shopping for Science – Donald Barnhart, Samuel Addy – Johnston-Edgefield-Trenton Middle
28. “Imagine That” – TJ Quarles, Shirley Tillman – Johnston-Edgefield-Trenton Middle
29. Building a Biome – Angela Fallaw – Johnston Elementary 
30. Making Math Connections using Manipulatives – Shannon Williams – Johnston Elementary
31. All About Bugs – Kim Gilley – Johnston Elementary
32. “Feel the Force!” – Kimberly Rowe– Johnston Elementary
33. “Seeing the Light!” – Amanda Mattson – Johnston Elementary
34. Furs, Shells, Scales and Tails – Janet Reams – Johnston Elementary
35. Student Designed Hand Washing Station for School Garden:  Growing STEM with veggies– Sarah E. Burnham – Kennedy Middle
36.  Math Labs for Eighth Graders – Trina Terlizzi – Kennedy Middle
37. Windy Ways – Stephanie Prandy – Kennedy Middle
38. Laboratory Investigation and “Frog Dissection” – Darlene Belton – Lakeside Middle
39. Sunshine on My Solars Makes me Happy – Becky Jarrard – LBC Middle
40. Power Up for WHAT? – Chrissy Atkinson – LBC Middle
41. Ya Gotta Calculate the Positive (and the negative, and everything ELSE, TOO!) – Leslie Tamplin – LBC Middle 

42. Fractions and Reactions Contraption – Jill Emmons – LBC Middle
43. It’s Sunny and I Know It!  Cooking with Solar Power – Deborah Mims – LBC Middle
44. Healthy Hearts – Caring For Our Circulatory System – Julie McLain, Patricia Carroll – Mead Hall Episcopal 
45. “Did You See That?” – Francine Alsbrooks, Diana Aggas – Mead Hall Episcopal
46. M.A.R.C.H. (Math Achievers Reaching Colossal Heights) Madness – Jenny Menger – Merriwether Elementary
47. Mathmaniacs – V. Hosea Walker – Merriwether Elementary
48. Oh, Say Can You See – La’Kendra Garrett – Merriwether Elementary
49. I Spy with My Little Eyes…Engaged Explorers Turning Today’s Learners into Tomorrow’s Leaders with Science and Social Studies 	   	
      Learning Stations – Stephanie Humphries – Merriwether Elementary
50. Diggin’ Up Bones – Shari Huiet, Paula Robinson – Merriwether Elementary
51. Classroom Critters – Janice Bass – Merriwether Elementary
52. “Making Algebra Child’s Play” – Sheila Hornsby – Millbrook Elementary
53. Making Money Personal – Deborah Spence – Millbrook Elementary
54. What? Science, Math, and Technology in Music Class? – Kathryn Warren – Millbrook Elementary
55. “A Sticky Situation: Designing Walls” – Michele Waters – Millbrook Elementary
56. “Giant Steps in a World of Discovery” – Agnes Hobson – Millbrook Elementary
57. Building a Mathematical Foundation – Brandy Smalley – Millbrook Elementary
58. Mirror, Mirror – David Brinkley – Millbrook Elementary
59. “We’re Leaping into Science and Technology” – Kimberly J. Mitchell – Millbrook Elementary
60. We’ll Cross That Bridge When We Get There –April Layfield – Millbrook Elementary
61. No Matter What State – Marie Hughes – Millbrook Elementary
62. 4K Family Farm– Jennifer Melton – Millbrook Elementary
63. “Grab N’Go Science Readers” – Patsy Mears – Millbrook Elementary
64. Math Games Galore – Theresa Spieker – Mossy Creek Elementary
65. The 3Rs (Reading_wRiting_ and Robotics) – Traci Smith – Mossy Creek / Belvedere Elem
66. Engineering Rockets – Jessica Overstreet – New Ellenton Middle
67. IPAD: Introduce, Promote, Analyze, Discover (Using The IPAD As a Small Group Technological Tool for Education) –  Kaylyn Bryant 
      – North Augusta Elementary
68. S.T.I.R. It Up (Speech and Technology Interventions for Reading) – Leslie Bailey – North Augusta Elementary
69. Science Manipulatives for Critical Thinking-Magnetism – John Allen, John Ross – Oakwood-Windsor Elementary
70. Multiplication Mania! – Bethany Cline, Terri Shumaker – Oakwood-Windsor Elementary
71. “Datafy My School!” – Jennifer Perkins, Stacy Waugh – Oakwood-Windsor Elementary
72. The Green City Project – Kathleen M. Langston – Redcliffe Elementary
73. The 3 M’s (Making Math Magical) – Annie R. Williams, Edna Moore – Second Baptist Christian Preparatory School
74. iPads for Engaging E.I.P. Learners – Lexi Tanner – South Columbia Elementary
75. Sensory Integration to Help Our Occupation – Jenny M. Yonce, Elizabeth Carpenter – W. E. Parker Elementary
76. “There is a Season” – Audra Bedenbaugh – W. E. Parker Elementary
77. “All Cracked Up” – Jenny Mims, Heather Strickland – W. E. Parker Elementary
78. Hydroponics Simplified – Brenda Jackson, Melissa Nicholson – W. E. Parker Elementary
79. Stars All Day – Jessica T. Johnson, Fran Clary, Amber Scates, Leslie Schumpert – W. E. Parker Elementary 
80. Making Measurement Count – Ashley Shaw – Westminster Schools of Augusta
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