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$5,000 SRNS Donation to Orangeburg-Calhoun Technical 
College Breathes Financial Life into Many Students Impacted 
by COVID-19

AIKEN, S.C., August 10, 2020 – Savannah River Nuclear Solutions (SRNS) has donated 
$5,000 to create a special emergency support fund for students attending Orangeburg-Calhoun 
Technical College (OCtech) who may be struggling financially during the COVID-19 pandemic.

“There have been a number of monetary issues affecting OCtech students due to the impact 
of the coronavirus,” said Sean Alford, SRNS Chief Administrative Officer. “Many have taken 
on unexpected medical debt or lost part-time jobs and can no longer cover a wide range 
of expenses such as money for gas, books, academic fees, childcare and for some, daily 
meals. It’s a serious 
hardship for these 
students, and we’re 
here to help.”

SRNS and OCtech 
officials also con-
tinue to work closely 
together as a part of 
their Memorandum 
of Understanding 
to determine which 
certificate and degree 
programs to modify or 
create that will best 
fulfill the growing need 
for qualified job appli-
cants in many careers 
at the Savannah River 
Site (SRS).
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Savannah River Nuclear Solutions recently provided financial help to Orangeburg-Calhoun 
Technical College, by creating an emergency fund for students in need, as a result of the 
coronavirus pandemic.
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Technical colleges throughout the region provide excellent resources for mechanics, electri-
cians, welders, operators, health protection technicians and several other occupations. 

“Providing relevant training and education in a flexible environment that prepares our students 
for successful careers at SRS and other companies throughout the region is the core of our 
mission,” said Dr. Walt Tobin, OCtech President. “We look forward to our continued partnership 
with Savannah River Nuclear Solutions and greatly appreciate their desire to serve our students 
with their monetary assistance during the pandemic crisis.”

During the last five school years, SRNS has donated nearly two million dollars to support local 
education initiatives at all levels through a wide range of programs for students, from kindergar-
ten to college.

“SRNS greatly values the life-changing opportunities a good education can provide and desires 
to help ensure the potential of each student is met, and we hope, exceeded,” added Alford.

Orangeburg-Calhoun Technical College is a comprehensive two-year technical college that pro-
vides job training in new and expanding industries, upgraded programs for workers already em-
ployed and university transfer opportunities, while promoting regional economic development.

Savannah River Nuclear Solutions, a Fluor-led company with Newport News Nuclear and Honeywell, is responsible for the 
management and operations of the Department of Energy’s Savannah River Site, including the Savannah River National 
Laboratory, located near Aiken, South Carolina. 
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