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CSRA College Night Returns to the James Brown Arena: Exceeds 100,000 in
Attendance Since 1993
AIKEN, S.C., Sept. 26, 2022 – After a two-year hiatus, the James Brown Arena was again filled with local high school
students eager to learn about higher education opportunities and to potentially win one of ten $1,000 scholarships.
Nearly 4,000 students and parents attended the event.
To date, over $200,000 in scholarship funding has been awarded while more than 100,000 residents have attended the
recruiting fair since its start 29 years ago.
“The real success of College Night lies with the number of colleges and universities that participate annually. The
high attendance of students and parents in our area is considered a major draw for academic organizations,” said Kim
Mitchell, CSRA College Night Chairperson and Savannah River Nuclear Solutions (SRNS) employee.
“I really enjoyed my visit,” said Jay Saxon, a junior who attends Aiken Scholars Academy at the University of South
Carolina Aiken. “It seemed like seniors were getting scholarships left and right while I was visiting my favorite schools to
demonstrate my interest in them,” said Saxon. “And best of all, I got to discover universities I had not considered. I can
now say I’m 100 percent confident of which colleges I want to attend. The event was extremely helpful.”
This year’s event featured recruiters from more than 85 colleges and universities, plus seminars, Counseling/Career
Exploration centers and SRS Career Lane.
New this year, SRS Career Lane provided opportunities for students to meet with representatives from the U.S.
Department of Energy-Savannah River and multiple companies from the Savannah River Site.
• Students visited “Career Lane” to learn of career pathways
within critical skill positions for potential future employment
at the Savannah River Site.
• Representatives advised students with recommendations
on how to prepare for careers at SRS utilizing the many
colleges, universities and technical schools represented at
College Night.
• Five branches of the military were also present for those
students planning to combine a military career with higher
education.

Sophia Williams, a senior at Davidson Fine Arts, and her
mother, accept a $1,000 scholarship presented by Francine
Burroughs, Senior Vice President, SRNS Workforce Services
and Talent Management, at this year’s CSRA College Night.

“The CSRA community and our amazing sponsors provide
a tremendous amount of support, both financially and with
in-kind donations of service,” said Francine Burroughs,
SRNS Senior Vice President, Workforce Services and Talent
Management. “The community partnerships that have
been forged through participation in this event allows more
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resources for the students and parents each year.”

CSRA College Night 2022 Scholarship Winners:
Akira Anderson

Cross Creek High School

Jay Bellamy

Glenn Hills High School

Fredrick Daniel

Academy of Richmond County

Coralie Davis

South Carolina Governor School for Agriculture

Anna Doster

Aquinas High School

NyTionna Glover

Richmond County Technical Career Magnet School

Priah Mack

Strom Thurmond High School

Matthew Speed

Lakeside High School

Janiya Washington

Williston-Elko High School

Sophia Williams

Davidson Fine Arts School

Mitchell acknowledged the commitment made by members
of the CSRA College Night Committee and the numerous
volunteers. “They understand the impact this event has for
a significant percentage of our attending students. College
Night can help provide guidance and direction while reducing
the number of planned college visits for students, potentially
saving them thousands in travel costs,” she said.
“I have been going to CSRA College Night for years,” said
Jaden Jenkins, a senior at A.R. Johnson Magnet School,
Augusta, Georgia. “It was good to talk to the colleges that are
on my top five list and ask about the athletic department and Representatives from more than 85 colleges and universities provided
the admissions process. I learned that now is the time to apply information and guidance to nearly 4,000 students during this year’s CSRA
College Night where $10,000 in scholarships were awarded.
so I am going to take what I learned and start making some
decisions. Thanks to SRS for providing this event for all the students in our region!”
CSRA College Night is sponsored by the U.S. Department of Energy-Savannah River Operations Office, Savannah
River Nuclear Solutions, SRP Federal Credit Union, South Carolina Society of Professional Engineers-Aiken Chapter,
Centerra SRS and iHeart Media.
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